
The 39th Annual Kansas Division for
Early Childhood Conference  

A  Virtual Event!

February 25,  2021

Thriving through
Surviving



The Kansas Division for Early Childhood

Present

Thriving through Surviving
A Virtual Event!

February 25, 2021

8:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

 

This course is offered for .45 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area)



Conference Sponsors

Kansas Inservice Training System (KITS)

University of Kansas Life Span Institute at Parsons

Kansas Department of Health and Environment Infant
Toddler Services (KDHE ITS)

Brookes Publishing

Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE)

Lakeshore Learning
 

Constructive Playthings

Conference Co-Sponsors



Welcome!
Welcome to the 39th Annual Kansas Division of Early Childhood
Conference: Thriving through Surviving. I think we could all agree
that 2020 brought challenges none of us had faced before. As
professionals in the field of Early Childhood, we did what we do
best, we found a way to “Thrive” while surviving in remote learning. 
 Our conference this year will look different than in past years, but
we hope the platform we’ve chosen and the options we’re able to
offer will provide you with a new way of networking with other early
childhood professionals as well as gaining new knowledge and skills
to help you “thrive” in 2021.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors,
presenters, WSU partners, and the KDEC Board.  Without each of
you, we would not be able to provide this experience for each of
you attending the conference.  I’d especially like to thank the
members of the KDEC Conference Committee for all of their
patience, attendance at meetings, and willingness to help in various
ways this year in planning this virtual event. 

Thank you to all of our current KDEC members for your continued
support of the KDEC organization and this year’s conference.  If you
are not yet a member, please check out our website at
http://www.kdec.org/membership.html for more information about
the benefits of joining KDEC.  

Once again, Welcome to this year’s KDEC Conference! 
We hope you enjoy this virtual event.

Janelle Davey, President-Elect

http://www.kdec.org/membership.html


Event Information

Continuing Education Units

Certificates of attendance will be given to all participants denoting
the CEUs available. You are responsible for pursuing the CEUs
within your own professional designation, using your certificate as
proof of attendance. If you have questions regarding CEUs, please
contact the following:

ASHA CEUs: Cristina Hargitt, hargittc@usd320.com
KOTA CEUs: Tammy Wallin, wallint@ku.edu

Event Cost and Registration Information

$40 students
$80 KDEC Members
$100 Non-Members

The cost to attend the 39th Annual Kansas Division for Early
Childhood Conference is as follows:

To register for this conference, please use the following link:

KDEC Conference Registration

https://www.enrole.com/wichita/jsp/session.jsp?sessionId=CN-21-KDEC&courseId=CN-21-KDEC&categoryId=ROOT


Event Information

Membership Information

The Kansas Division for Early Childhood (KDEC) is a subdivision of
the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) of the International Council
for Exceptional Children (CEC). DEC is dedicated to promoting
policies and practices that support families and enhance the
optimal development of young children with exceptionalities. 

KDEC provides newsletters throughout the year, a variety of
professional publications, and representation in matters impacting
young children with disabilities and their families in Kansas.

You may join by visiting the CEC's website at www.cec.sped.org

Equal Opportunity and Americans with
Disabilities

KDEC is committed to providing programs and activities to all
persons regardless of race, religion, color, sex, disability, national
origin, ancestry, sexual orientation, marital status, or parental
status, to the exten covered by law, age, or veteran status. We
willingly provide accommodations for persons with disabilities. If
you have questions, please contact KDEC at deckansas@gmail.com



Event Information

Disclaimer of Endorsement

Any reference, within this conference brochure or any other KDEC
publications or products, to any specific for profit or not-for-profit
company, corporation, or organization, their products, process, or
service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer or otherwise does
not constitute or imply an endorsement or recommendation by
KDEC. 



February 25th Schedule



Shauna Tominey is an Assistant Professor of Practice and
Parenting Education Specialist at Oregon State University. Dr.
Tominey served as the Director of Early Childhood Programming
and Teacher Education at the Yale Center for Emotional
Intelligence.  As a former early childhood teacher and family
service professional, Dr. Tominey blends practical experience
with research to develop and test programs aimed at promoting
self-regulation and social and emotional skills for children and
the adults in their lives. Dr. Tominey holds undergraduate
degrees in Music and Psychology from the University of
Washington, an M.S. in Family Studies and Human Services from
Kansas State University, and a Ph.D. in Human Development and
Family Sciences from Oregon State University.

Keynote Presenter

Creating Compassionate Kids: Activities to
Promote Emotional Intelligence in Early Childhood

Shauna Tominey, Ph.D.



Breakout Session 
Presenters

Shauna Tominey
Ph.D.

Jennifer James
PT

Rebekah Norris
CCC-SLP

Shauna Tominey is an Assistant Professor of Practice and
Parenting Education Specialist at Oregon State University.Dr.
Tominey blends practical experience with research to develop
and test programs aimed at promoting self-regulation and
social and emotional skills for children and the adults in their
lives. Dr. Tominey holds undergraduate degrees in Music and
Psychology from the University of Washington, an M.S. in Family
Studies and Human Services from Kansas State University, and
a Ph.D. in Human Development and Family Sciences from
Oregon State University.

Ms. Norris is a licensed speech-language pathologist. Ms. Norris
received her Bachelor and Master of Science degrees in
Communication Sciences and Disorders from Western Carolina
University. Ms. Norris works for the Family Infant and Preschool
Program (FIPP) in Raleigh, North Carolina. Prior to joining FIPP,
was employed by Catawba County Schools and worked with
children ages 3-21 with a variety of communication needs. She
has interest in supporting families in the area of assistive
technology, language development, inclusion and transitions
across the lifespan.

Ms. James received her Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from
the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in 2016 and
is a fellow of the Oklahoma LEND Interdisciplinary Leadership
Education Program. In 2013, Jennifer graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree in biology from Baylor University where she
coordinated community outreach programs fro families who
were under-resourced. While pursuing her degree in physical
therapy, Jennifer participated in research on indicators of family
health and worked as a rehabilitation technician in a gait
training clinic providing children with cerebral palsy and other
developmental disabilities opportunities to improve their
physical fitness. Ms. James currently works for the Family Infant
and Preschool Program( (FIPP) in Raleigh, North Carolina



Breakout Session 
Presenters

Suzy Green
MSW

Ron Mohl
Lakeshore Learning

Hope Mahan
 

Ron Mohl holds a B.A. from Florida Atlantic University and
brings over 20 years of experience in the education industry to
his position of Lead Educational Presenter for Lakeshore
Learning Materials. Ron has a CLASS-certified classroom
observer for both toddler and pre-k classrooms. Ron has also
studied at the Environmental Rating Scale Institute for ECERS-3
and ITERS. In this role, Ron has collaborated with school districts
to enrich their scope of instruction and summer programs—as
well as public and private institutions—to provide professional
development related to curriculum, including The Creative
Curriculum® and HighScope.

Suzy Green is the Early Childhood Coordinator for Lawrence
Public Schools and directed the Lawrence Parents as Teachers
program and tiny-k Early Intervention of Douglas county. Ms.
Green has her master's degree in social work and has worked
in the field of early childhood for 14 years. Her work experience
includes domestic violence advocacy, Early Head Start, and
child and family therapy with a focus on trauma and parent-
child relationships. She has presented at local, state, and
national conferences about racial equity and how to implement
anti-racist work in early childhood programs.

Hope Mahan has a broadcast journalism degree from Xavier
University of New Orleans, Louisiana, the only Historical Black
Catholic University (HBCU) in the U.S.. Her Parents as Teachers
journey began in Iowa under a federal literacy grant. Ms Mahan
lived and worked in Kansas for 14 years and had the pleasure of
visiting and partnering with families with varying ethnicities and
cultures. She currently resides Illinois and works as a Prevention
Initiative Assessor for Early Childhood programs receiving Early
Childhood Block Grant funds. Ms. Mahan cherishes her time as
a Lawrence Parents as Teacher team member and their work
towards "courageous conversations" about race on home visits.



Breakout Session 
Descriptions

Shauna Tominey
 

Creating
Compassionate Kids:

Deconstructing
Traditional

Approaches to Social-
Emotional Learning

Suzy Green and 
Hope Mahan

 
What the Heck Does
this Have to Do With
Me: Anti-Racism in

Early Childhood

Take a deeper dive into the strategies presented in the
keynote. Learn and practice additional emotional
intelligence skills for educators while exploring how
traditional social-emotional learning programs might
unintentionally promote messages that increase
inequities. Strengthen your awareness of the impact of
implicit bias, microaggressions, and othering toward
building increasingly inclusive early childhood classrooms
and programs - programs where children, families, and
educators feel valued for who they are.

Race plays an essential role in how we make sense of
ourselves and the world around us. As early childhood
professionals, it is imperative that we recognize our
unique position to address personal and systemic racial
inequities embedded in the narratives we expose to
young children as they grow and develop. Join us to
reflect on how you - in whatever role you provide to
children and families can implement anti-racist services



Breakout Session 
Descrptions

Jennifer James
and Rebekah

Norris
 

Teleintervention
101: Providing

Evidence-Based
Practice through

a Screen

Ron Mohl
 

Creating Positive
Learning

Environments
 

We’ve all heard the saying your environment can be the
third teacher in the classroom, but what does that mean
and how do you make that happen? In this interactive
webinar session, we will define what a high-quality early
childhood classroom is. We will discuss effective layouts
and more all meant to make life easier! Teachers who
intentionally plan concepts that are interesting and allow
children to experiment and explore their environment,
not only deepens their learning but also expands their
world. We will explore strategies teachers can use daily to
assist with enriching their environment. Additionally, we
will discuss the teacher’s role in the classroom and how
to develop nurturing and responsive relationships with
each child in the classroom as well as their families.

This session will explore how the principles of coaching
and NLEP apply for practitioners utilizing teleintervention.
We will discuss the new opportunities for building
caregiver capacity during tele-visits, as well as strategies
for translating evidence-based early intervention into
virtual home visits. We will also discuss the importance of
flexibility and partnering with caregivers to solve
problems that may arise with technology and other
perceived barriers to teleintervention in EI.
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