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T&L 2900 – Learning Disabilities: Practical Information for the Classroom Teacher
Course at a Glance

Instructor: Dr. Karen Lea
Length: Approximately 45 hours, complete in 4 months
Dates: Rolling admission
Number of Graduate Professional Development Credits: 3, from the University North Dakota


Introduction

Learning Disabilities: Practical Information for the Classroom Teacher, is an interactive computer-based instruction course, which provides an introduction to the field of Learning Disabilities for special education teachers, general classroom teachers, integration teachers and related professionals, especially those working in the areas of language, psychology and counseling.
This course will cover diverse theoretical approaches, lay the foundations for sensitive and appropriate assessment and evaluation of students, provide directions for program planning and implementation, indicate the importance of and the need for a close, positive partnership with parents (or alternative caregivers) and consider ways for ensuring that the home-school axis is effective and meaningful. It will also consider some major trends and unresolved issues in the field of Learning Disabilities.

The course is organized around four chapters that highlight new, sometimes controversial, but always relevant views or practices to this most dynamic of educational fields. Each chapter will include a list of objectives. The objectives will help you focus your readings and discussions as well as clarify tasks that you should undertake to marry theory and practice.
This online, self-paced program can be started and completed at the student’s own leisure within four months from the UND assigned course start date after enrollment.


Learning Objectives

As a result of this course, participants will demonstrate their ability to:

· Answer written examination questions on the major causes of learning disabilities (LD).
· Answer written examination questions on the main factors that impact social understanding of learning disabilities.
· Answer written examination questions on the models and types of assessments used to evaluate students for a possible learning disability.
· Answer written examination questions on the primary sources from which curriculum is derived for LD students.

Last Updated: 5/9/2017

· Answer written examination questions on the required process of a complete Individualized Educational Program.
· Answer written examination questions on strategies for instructional planning and programming.
· Answer written examination questions on the major professional and parent pitfalls that impact the working relationship between parents and teacher.

Session Topics

The course is divided into four chapters.

Chapter 1: Introduction, Definition, Characteristics & Causes Chapter 2: Assessment
Chapter 3: Working with the Student & Curriculum Chapter 4: Parent Involvement & Issues

Course Materials

This computer-based instruction course is a self-supporting program that provides instruction, structured practice, and evaluation all on your home or school computer. Technical support information can be found in the Help section of your course. There are NO required textbooks.


Assignments & Examinations

Assignments-
This course has two required writing components. ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE REVIEWED.

1) Essay Requirement: Critical Thinking Questions
There are four Critical Thinking Questions that you must complete. You will do research on the questions and write brief essay responses relating it to the course content (and your personal experiences, when possible).
2) Essay Requirement: Journal Articles
This task requires you to write a review of three peer-reviewed or scholarly journal articles, preferably written by an author with a Ph.D. (blogs and news articles are not acceptable) of your choice on a topic related to this course.
Examinations-
At the end of each chapter, you will be expected to complete an examination designed to assess your knowledge. There are a total of 4 exams in this course. You may take these exams a total of three times.


Grading

This online course uses Letter Grading (A, B, C, or F).

· All writing assignment scores will make up a final score for writing assignments.
· All examination scores will be make up a final score for examinations.

· Final Grade: The final writing assignment score and the final examination score will be averaged to determine your final grade, using the grading scale below.

Course Grading Scale for Letter Grades:
A = 90 - 100% of total score
B = 80 - 89%
C = 70 - 79%
F= below 70%

Scholastic Dishonesty

Students enrolled in this course are expected to be aware of the seriousness of scholastic dishonesty. Unacceptable behavior such as submitting someone else's work as your own, cheating on exams, or plagiarizing can result in failure of the course or other sanctions. For a more detailed description of these policies, please refer to the UND Code of Student Life; Appendix IIIa-3, at: http://und.edu/student-affairs/code-of-student-life/
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